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MINUTES OF THE 

2019 IPLOCA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

 

FRIDAY, 4 OCTOBER 2019 

Shangri-La Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand 

 

The 2019 Annual General Meeting was opened at 09:00 by Executive Secretary Juan 

Arzuaga who confirmed that in counting the number of Regular Members present, as per Art 

8.6 of the IPLOCA By-laws - a quorum was reached. He then introduced President John 

Tikkanen. 

 

THE YEAR IN REVIEW (John Tikkanen) 

 

President John Tikkanen thanked all the speakers who had agreed to present during the 

Open General Meetings on Thursday and Friday. He said it has been an interesting year as 

president and thanked his fellow board directors, the IPLOCA Secretariat and the rest of the 

membership for their support to the association.  

 

He mentioned that at the 52nd Annual Convention held in London September 2018 the 

following objectives were set for the Presidential year 2018-2019: 

 

 Conduct at least 6 successful regional meetings/workshops in addition to the annual 

convention 

o Since September 2018, successful regional meetings have been held in Lima 

- Peru, Houston – U.S.A., Parma – Italy and Moscow – Russia in addition to 

the two Novel Construction Sessions and the H&S Workshop 

 Expand the participation of Corresponding Members (pipeline owners/operators) in 

IPLOCA 

o We have 27 Corresponding Members compared to 21 in September 2018 

 Expand communication with membership 

o IPLOCA is now active on social media with Twitter and Instagram in addition 

to LinkedIn. This facilitates communication with members by keeping them up-

to-date on news. 

o Expanded business-to-business and poster sessions at the annual convention 

o Increased the number and scope of regional meetings to increase 

participation of members 

 Complete the review of IPLOCA’s strategy and direction 

o Dr. Ed Bond, the Strategy Consultant has been working with IPLOCA to 

complete the year-long strategic review. As a result the association has: 

 A Mission statement: IPLOCA’s mission is to provide value to 

members through a forum for retaining and sharing knowledge 

globally, facilitating business opportunities and promoting the highest 
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standards in safety, innovation, quality, business ethics and 

sustainability throughout the pipeline construction industry. 

 A Vision statement: IPLOCA envisions a future in which it is viewed by 

members as a value to their business and by stakeholders as an 

authoritative commentator on issues related to the pipeline industry. 

 Strategic Imperatives: 

 Maintain the unique character of the IPLOCA convention as a 

gathering place for leaders in business related to pipeline 

construction 

 Build a world class capability to understand and manage 

multiple points of contact within membership organisations 

 Educate members and event attendees regarding how to gain 

most from affiliation with IPLOCA 

 Organise, represent and serve members in a manner that 

maximises value 

 Build and utilise relationships with other industry-related 

organisations to access information and be a more effective 

voice related to pipeline construction 

 

It is generally agreed that in the coming years, pipeliners will still be needed.  However as 

protecting the environment becomes increasingly important and governments worldwide are 

challenging how pipeline constructors work, it is important to acknowledge safety and 

environment in order to ensure sustainability. Corresponding Members state that they want 

to work with contractors who make safety and the environment a priority. Going forward, 

working closely with Sister Associations so as to not duplicate information is essential. 

 

At IPLOCA’s inception, the first pillar was networking, encouraging participation at the annual 

convention with owners/operators, contractors, suppliers and academia whilst promoting 

good and cooperative relationships, forging relationships with Sister Associations and 

encouraging corporate social responsibility. In 2007, a second pillar was added promoting 

the highest industry standards in health & safety, environmental protection, new technologies 

and practices, industry training and availability of the ‘road to success’ app (latest 

technologies) and a library of shared experiences and best practices.  Going forward, the 

association will be a more effective voice related to pipeline construction by promoting 

sustainability, facilitate accessing and sharing of industry knowledge, access positions taken 

by other industry organisations and coordinate and communicate to become a credible 

advocate for best pipeline construction practices. 

 

John Tikkanen thanked the board and members for their support during his year of 

presidency. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT AND APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS (Adam Wynne Hughes) 

 

Adam Wynne Hughes stated that the last audited accounts at 31/12/2018, IPLOCA assets 

were at CHF 3,553,698 a slight decrease of approximately CHF 440,000 on last year result. 

In April this year, independent auditors approved the association’s accounts for the 2018 

financial year and confirmed that they are compliant with Swiss law.  
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In referring to the graph of the status of IPLOCA funds going back to 2011, Adam Wynne 

Hughes indicated that a fixed portion of the funds is allocated to a contingency fund should 

ever the association need to be dissolved, another part is allocated as a convention 

contingency fund should the convention ever need to be cancelled due to unforeseen 

circumstances. CHF 500,000 is allocated to financing the scholarship fund and another CHF 

500,000 is allocated for the Strategic Review. The balance of the funds are flexible and 

available for the association’s use on a daily basis and for future projects. 

 

Adam Wynne Hughes summarised the 2019 activities that have required funding as follows: 

 Workshops & Committees 

 Scholarship Fund 

 Regional Meetings and Houston Seminar 

 New platform for the Road to Success app 

 Phase II of the research co-funding 

 The Bangkok Convention 

 Preparation for the 2020 Prague Convention 

 Presence in PTC, OTC & ADIPEC 

 

Appointment of Auditors 

RSM GVA Audit SA a Swiss independent audit firm licensed by the Swiss Federal Audit 

Oversight Authority, was approved by the AGM to continue as the auditors for the 2019 

accounts. 

 

FORMAL RATIFICATION OF 2019-2020 BOARD ELECTION RESULTS (for vote by 

Regular Members only) 

Regular Members in attendance were asked to ratify the results of the elections for the Board 
of Directors. The proposed slate resulting from the 2019-2020 election held the previous 
afternoon was as follows: 
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East & Far East (1 vacant seat): 

 Leon Richards (McConnell Dowell): confirmed 

 Abdullah-Al Mahmud (PEAL): elected 

 

Europe Central (2 vacant seats): 

 Both seats still vacant 

 

Europe Eastern (no vacant seats): 

 Yasar Giregiz (Fernas): confirmed 

 Iosif Panchak (J.S. Welding Building & Co.): Incoming President 

 

Europe Mediterranean (2 vacant seats): 

 Bruno Pomaré (Spiecapag): elected 

 Oliviero Corvi (Bonatti): elected 

 

Europe Northwest (no vacant seat): 

 Adam Wynne Hughes (PIH): Officer 

 Johan Van Wassenhove (Denys): confirmed 

 

Middle East & Africa (1 vacant seat): 

 Najib Khoury (C.C.C.): confirmed 

 Adel Botros (Al-Qahtani Pipe Coating Industries): elected 

 

America North (1 vacant seat): 

 John Tikkanen (Shawcor): Immediate Past President 

 Kelly Osborn (US Pipeline): confirmed 

 Tim Zboya (Bechtel Pipeline): elected 

 

Latin America (2 vacant seats): 

 Ebbo Laenge (Conduto): elected 

 I vacant seat 

 

Elected to represent Associate Members (1 vacant seat): 

 Sue Sljivic (RSK Group) : confirmed 

 Daniel Fernandez (Worldwide Group): confirmed 

 Doug Bailey (Caterpillar) elected 

There were no objections to the proposed slate, the results of the 2019-2020 Board of 

Directors elections were formally approved and confirmed as listed above. 

2019-2020 OBJECTIVES (Iosif Panchak) 

Incoming President, Iosif Panchak, addressed the membership regarding his objectives for 

the next year. 

 

I am pleased to take on the role of IPLOCA President for this coming year 2019-2020 and 

look forward to working with our new and existing board members, together with the 

Secretariat to ensure we continue to enhance value to our members, partners and affiliates 

alike. 
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As President of IPLOCA for the period 2019-2020 Iosif Panchak stated that his mission is to 

implement the following objectives as outlined during the Strategic Review: 

 Implement IPLOCA’s strategic imperatives as just defined 

 Expand the participation of Corresponding Members (pipeline 

owners/operators) in IPLOCA 

 Conduct at least 4 successful Regional Meetings and Workshops in addition 

to the Annual Convention 

 Expand communication in general 

 Organize the 54th Convention in Prague 

 

He then thanked the members and said he looks forward to his year as President of IPLOCA. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 am. 

 
Date and signature (preceded by the words "Read and approved") 

 

Read and approved 

 

 
----------------------------------------- 

John Tikkanen 

IPLOCA President 2018-2019 

 

 

Read and approved 

 
 

----------------------------------------- 

Adam Wynne Hughes 

IPLOCA Treasurer 2018-2019  

Read and approved 

 

 
--------------------------------------- 

Juan Arzuaga 

IPLOCA Executive Secretary 

 


