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MINUTES OF THE 

2022 IPLOCA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

 

FRIDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER 2022 

The Hilton Prague, Czech Republic 

 

The 2022 Annual General Meeting was opened at 09:00 by Executive Secretary Juan Arzuaga who 

confirmed that in counting the number of Regular Members present and proxies received, as per Art 

8.6 of the IPLOCA By-laws - a quorum was reached.  

 

Juan Arzuaga went on to explain that a draft update of the promotional video has been created for 

use when explaining the role of the Association in the industry. Juan invited members to use this 

video when needed and explained where it is located on our website. The video was played for the 

members. 

 

He then introduced the 2021-2022 President, Gonzalo Montenegro. 

 

THE YEAR IN REVIEW (Gonzalo Montenegro) 

 

President Gonzalo Montenegro thanked all the speakers who had kindly accepted to present during 

the Open General Meetings on Thursday and Friday. He said it had been a great honour for him to 

serve as president during the past year and thanked his fellow board directors, the IPLOCA 

Secretariat and the rest of the membership for their support of the association.  

 

He mentioned that the IPLOCA board of directors has been very busy this past term and some 

significant changes are being put forward for approval. 

 

He first stated that he was pleased to see a return to normality as in-person meetings have been held 

during his term. There have been two Novel Sessions: one in Autumn 2021 and one in Spring 2022 in 

conjunction with an HSE & CSR Workshop. Two Regional Meetings have been held, one in Baku, 

Azerbaijan for the Europe Eastern region and one in Paris, France for the Europe Mediterranean 

region. 

 

Gonzalo also mentioned that IPLOCA has been present at the following Sister Association’s events: 

• Pipeline Industry Guild annual dinner (PIG) 

• Pipeline Contractors Association Convention, USA (PLCA) 

• Distribution Contractors Association Convention, USA (DCA) 

• Pipeline Contractors Association of Canada Convention (PLCAC) 

 

The following HSE Initiatives have been created: 



 

Minutes AGM, 23 September 2022, Prague, Czech Republic                                                               Page 2 of 5 

 

• Golden Driving Rules 

• Carbon Footprinting Calculation 

• New Quality Award for 2023 

 

A health & safety workshop has been given on Fatigue Risk Management and was also very well 

illustrated in Perry Redman’s presentation yesterday. 

 

The major recent achievements of the Association are: 

 

• New database and new website 

• New logo and slogan 

• New draft promotional video 

• New green label to be introduced in 2023 

• Two in-person Regional Meetings were held 

• Three webinars were given by two Corresponding Members and one Regular Member 

• An increase in membership with 17 new joiners: 7 RMs, 7 AMs, 2CMs and 1 Academic 

Member 

 

The questions for the qualification of the new green label will be integrated into the HSE statistics 

return questionnaire. The questions are: 

 

• Does your company have a policy on sustainability? 

• Are you implementing Environmental, Social & Governance policies? 

• Are you applying any of the 17 U.N. Sustainable Development Goals? 

• Do you use any Greenhouse Gas Protocols: Scope 1 (direct) and Scope 2 & 3 indirect? 

 

Gonzalo Montenegro went on to present the new logo and slogan. This change represents the fact 

that the industry is moving towards renewables and the association embraces the changes that are 

being made for the energy transition. 

 

Times have changed since the pandemic, and it has been important to update the By-laws to allow 

for the association to be able to hold an AGM remotely If necessary.  The By-laws should have 

wording that covers all the different types of energy. Additionally, the association would like to have 

the acronym as its official name ‘IPLOCA’ 

 

Gonzalo Montenegro requested if anyone had any objections to these changes to which there were 

none. 

 

Gonzalo Montenegro thanked the board and members for their support during his year of 

presidency. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT AND APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS (Adam Wynne Hughes) 

 

Adam Wynne Hughes stated that in the last audited accounts on 31/12/2021, IPLOCA assets were at 

CHF 2,443,009.27 a slight decrease of CHF 275,000 on the previous year’s result. In April this year, 
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independent auditors approved the association’s accounts for the 2021 financial year and confirmed 

that they are compliant with Swiss law.  

 

 

 

 
 

In referring to a graph of the status of IPLOCA funds going back to 2011, Adam Wynne Hughes 

indicated that a fixed portion of the funds is allocated to a contingency fund should ever the 

association need to be dissolved, another part is allocated as a convention contingency fund should 

the convention ever need to be cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances. CHF 500,000 is allocated 

to finance the scholarship fund and another CHF 500,000 has been allocated for the Strategic Review. 

The balance of the funds is flexible and available for the association’s use daily and for future 

projects. 

 

Adam Wynne Hughes reminded members that the Association has continued to support initiatives 

despite no income being generated from Annual Conventions for the last two years. 

 

He also stated that he was pleased to see an increase in membership figures this term. 

 

Appointment of Auditors 

RSM GVA Audit SA a Swiss independent audit firm licensed by the Swiss Federal Audit Oversight 

Authority, was approved by the AGM to continue as the auditors for the 2022 accounts. 

 

 

FORMAL RATIFICATION OF 2022-2023 BOARD ELECTION RESULTS (for vote by Regular Members 

only) 

Regular Members in attendance were asked to ratify the results of the elections for the Board of 
Directors. The proposed slate resulting from the 2022-2023 election held the previous afternoon was 
as follows: 
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• Andrew Ball (J. Murphy & Sons): elected 

• Robert Bell (Price Gregory Int. Inc): elected 

• Giacomo Bonfanti (GDI): confirmed 

• Roberto Castelli (Bonatti): Officer 

• Edgar Chavez (Allu Group): elected 

• Gian Marco Dondi (SCAIP S.p.A.): elected 

• Yasar Giregiz (Fernas Construction Company): elected 

• Saji Khoury (C.C.C.): elected 

• Mustafa Kopuz (Tekfen Insaat Ve Tesisat): elected 

• Kelly Osborn (U.S. Pipeline): Officer 

• Bruno Pomaré (Spiecapaga): elected 

• Leon Richards (McConnell Dowell Corp Ltd.): elected 

• Virendra Varshney (Kalpataru Power Transmission): confirmed 

• Andrew Stuart (Winn & Coales Int. Ltd): confirmed 

• Adam Wynne Hughes (PIH): Officer 

There were no objections to the proposed slate, the results of the 2022-2023 Board of Directors 

elections were formally approved and confirmed as listed above. 

2022-2023 OBJECTIVES (Kelly Osborn) 

The incoming President, Kelly Osborn, stated that he is looking forward to taking on the role of 

IPLOCA President for the coming 2022-2023 term and to working with the new and existing board 

members, together with the Secretariat  

 

As President of IPLOCA for the period 2022-2023 Kelly Osborn stated that his objectives are the 

following: 

• Selection and recruitment of the new Executive Secretary 

• Deliver a high-value Convention in 2023 

• Create an educational forum for the transition of the energy industry 

(Hydrogen/carbon/renewables) 

• Enhanced focus on additional Corresponding Members to facilitate opportunities for 

IPLOCA members 

• Develop a financial plan to ensure the Association’s future ability to serve the 

membership 

 

He then thanked the members for their attendance and said he is looking forward to a successful 

year ahead. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 am. 

 
Date and signature (preceded by the words "Read and approved") 

 

Read and approved 
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----------------------------------------- 

Gonzalo Montenegro 

IPLOCA President 2021-2022 

 

 

Read and approved 

 
 

----------------------------------------- 

Adam Wynne Hughes 

IPLOCA Treasurer 2021-2022 

Read and approved 

 

 
--------------------------------------- 

Juan Arzuaga 

IPLOCA Executive Secretary 

 


