
 

AMERICA NORTH REGIONAL MEETING  

 

HOUSTON – 11 March 2026 

 

HOTEL: Hyatt Regency Houston West 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 11 MARCH   

- 07:30 – 08:30 Registration and welcome refreshments 

 

- 08:30 -08:40 “Welcome note” by Georges Hage, IPLOCA Executive Director 

 

- 08:40 – 09:00 “Presentation of IPLOCA and its initiatives” by Bill Solomon, IPLOCA 1st VP, 

                           President, Vacuworx Global, LLC 

 

- 09:00 – 09:30  “Geopolitical Impact on the North American Pipeline Market” by Mark 

                            Bridgers, Principal, Continuum Capital 

 

- 9:30 – 10:00 “North American Pipeline Market 2026: How AI and data centers are  

                           reshaping the midstream” by Josh Allen, Regional Manager, Pipeline 

                           & Gas Journal 

 

- 10:00 – 10:30 Coffee break 

 

- 10:30 – 11:00 “How are AI platforms reshaping the pipeline construction industry?” by 

                           Micheal Mazur, CEO, AI Clearing 

 

- 11:00 – 11:30 “Built to Last: Safeguarding Energy Infrastructure with Innovative Protective 

                            Coatings” by Dr. Somaieh Salehpour, VP Energy & Water Infrastructure, 

                            Henkel 

 

- 11:30 – 12:00 “Smartpipe – Trenchless High Pressure Pipeline Rehabilitation” by Chris 

                           Ditzel, COO, Smartpipe Technologies 

 

- 12:00 – 13:30 Lunch at the hotel 

 

- 13:30 – 14:30 Panel: “Leadership Perspective on Building Pipelines to Meet Demand”  

                          Moderator: Amy Andryszak, President & CEO, INGAA 

Panelists: David Brast, President US Natural Gas Pipelines, TC Energy 

                 Rob Johnson, President & CEO, WBI 

                 Robert Osborn, President, Michels Pipeline, Inc. 

                 Kent Wilfur, President & CEO, Gulf Companies  

 



 

- 14:30 – 15:00 “ PRGT Pipeline: Advancing a New Standard in Partnership, Performance & 

                          Progress” by Bob Duncan, Vice President, Pipeline, Western LNG 

 

- 15:00 – 15:30 “Settanta Pipeliner: The Next Evolution in Pipe Handling Equipment” by Jason 

                           Lavalley, CEO, LaValley Industries and Marco Laurini, CEO, Laurini Officine 

                           Meccaniche 

 

- 15:30 – 16:00 Coffee break 

 

- 16:00 – 16:30 “Using Advanced Pipeline Monitoring & Leak Detection to Improve Pipeline 

                           Safety and Operational Efficiency” by Stuart Mitchell, President & CTO, 

                           PipeSense  

 

- 16:30 - 17:00 “Opportunities & Challenges in Project Development” by Matt Warburton,  

                           Senior VP of Strategy & Planning, WhiteWater Development LLC 

 

- 17:00 – 17:10  Closing Remarks by Saji Khoury, IPLOCA 2025-2026 President, Business 

                           Development Director, Consolidated Contractors Company 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

 

 

 

                

               

            

              

             


