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Description:

During the connection of two pipe sections, one of which was partially
buried, once the coupler alignment and assembly operations were
completed, the cable supporting the sideboom arm suddenly broke,
causing it to lower, resting on the sheet piles installed to protect the
excavation walls. No workers were present inside the excavation at the
time of the accident, and therefore no one was injured.

Potential Consequences:
Possible serious or fatal injuries due to impact with the whiplash of
the broken cable or during the descent of the sideboom arm.

Possible causes / What went wrong:

1. Underestimation of the risks and the force required to connect
partially buried pipe sections, and the force required to align fully
buried pipes.

2. Lack of a defined rule regarding the minimum length of pipe to be
left exposed during connection activities.

3. Lack of periodic inspection of the socket lug for any deformation or
damage.

CONCLUSIONS:
v Ensuring an adequate exposed pipe section during connection activities by reducing the forces required to

perform the connection.
v A company rule will be established regarding the minimum pipe section to be left exposed during
connection activities.

v Periodic checks will also be introduced on the socket terminals to identify any deformations or anomalies

in the cable.
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